
SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE FINSBURY PARK 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

21 OCTOBER 2020 
ON ZOOM 
MINUTES 

 
In the absence of a Vicar, due to being in an Interregnum period, the meeting agreed that 
Rowan Howard would Chair. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
Received from Chris Higgins, Wesley Da Costa Arruda, and Heather Pascall. 
 
2. The minutes of the meeting on 28 April 2019 
These were approved as a true record. 
Proposed: Anne Rose; seconded Dorothy Newton; Approved: by all present 
 
3. Trustees annual report and accounts (TAR) 
Iain McSeveny introduced the TAR. St Thomas’s registered as a charity with the Charity 
Commission in September 2018, having previously had “excepted” status with the 
Commission. The production and submission of a TAR on an annual basis is a requirement of 
our registration with the Commission.  
 
The following mandatory reports were received:  
 
Presentation of Revised Electoral Roll: Iain McSeveny explained that one more application 
had been received since the meeting of the PCC on 10 March which had accepted the new 
Roll. The APM agreed to add that name and to re-instate one person whose name had been 
removed, thus making a total of 155. 
Proposed: Stav Stavrou; Seconded: Jonathan Shattock; Approved: by all present 
 
Vicar’s Report: the meeting gave heartfelt thanks for the 31 years’ service Stephen Coles 
had given to St Thomas’s, expressed sadness that we were unable to conduct a proper 
farewell party due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and resolved to conduct one when safe to do 
so. 
 
Secretary’s Report on the Proceedings of the PCC: this report highlighted all the building 
works that had been undertaken during 2019. 
 
Treasurer’s Report, Presentation of Accounts, Independent Examiner’s Report: Sandra Hall 
thanked Cloudesley and Islington Council for the generous funding in support of our building 
works. The meeting accepted the 2019 accounts, which had been independently examined: 
Proposed: Justice Konneh; Seconded: John Cragg; Approved: by all present. 
 
Report on Proceedings of Islington Deanery Synod: Marcia Sinclair drew attention to the 
Bishop’s vision for 2030 which has three strands, and how this would be approached. 
 



Churchwardens’ Report on the Church’s Fabric and Ornaments: Justice Konneh highlighted 
the work done on the LED lighting system, repairs to the church bell, the change of the 
company we use for the fire alarm, and the installation of a card payment terminal. He also 
updated the meeting on the challenges of being a churchwarden taking into account the 
combined impact of an Interregnum and the Covid-19 pandemic. At the moment the three 
clear priorities will be maintaining Sunday worship, engaging with the Diocese and Deanery 
re the appointment of a new incumbent, and allowing the playgroup to continue to serve 
the community.    
 
Reports were also received at the meeting from the Safeguarding officer and the Thursday 
group. These and all the reports received can be found in the TAR on St Thomas’s website. 
 
The meeting agreed that Iain could make the required annual returns, including the TAR, to 
the Charity Commission. 
Proposed: Dorothy Newton; Seconded: Marcia Sinclair; Approved: by all present. 
 
4. Election of 2 Churchwardens 
 
Two nominations had been received: 
: Heather Pascall, proposed by Harriet Ware-Austin and seconded by Sandra Hall 
: Justice Konneh, proposed by Iain McSeveny and seconded by Anthony Dass.  
There being no other nominations, Heather and Justice were duly re-elected. 
 
5. Election of 3 representatives to Islington Deanery Synod 
 
Three nominations had been received: 
: Rowan Howard, proposed by Anthony Dass and seconded by Iain McSeveny 
: Marcia Sinclair, proposed by Helena Konneh and seconded by Justice Konneh 
: Anthony Dass, proposed by Stav Stavrou and seconded by Heather Pascall 
There being no other nominations, Rowan, Marcia and Anthony were duly re-elected. 
 
6. Election of 6 members of Parochial Church Council (see below for details). 
 
Seven nominations had been received: 
: Goodness Marcelino, proposed by Stav Stavrou and seconded by Sandra Hall 
: Grace Moussongela, proposed by Sandra Hall and seconded by Stav Stavrou 
: Pat Crocker, proposed by Nicky Anderson and seconded by Anthony Dass 
: Cassie Dummett, proposed by Katie Dawson and seconded by Iain McSeveny 
: Jim Mott, proposed by Iain McSeveny and seconded by Heather Pascall 
: Cynthia Mapp, proposed by Emerald Rabbatts and seconded by Briony Murray 
: Anne Rose, proposed by Martin Ryan and seconded by Dorothy Newton 
Following an election Grace, Pat, Cassie, Jim, Cynthia, Anne were elected. 
 
The meeting agreed to co-opt Goodness to the PCC until the next PCC election in 2021.  
Proposed: Dorothy Newton; Seconded: Sandra Hall; Approved: by all present. 
 
 



The meeting thanked Stav Stavrou, Kathleen Ponteen, Carol Clarke and Iain McSeveny who 
are standing down. It was noted that Grace Francis who had been elected to join the PCC at 
the last APM had not formally taken up her role as the necessary declarations and 
information required by the Charity Commission had been requested but not provided.  
 
7. Election of ‘Sidesmen’ (The Welcoming Rota). 
 
The meeting agreed to defer these elections to a later date.  
 
8. Appointment of Independent Examiner of Accounts. 
 
The independent examiner, Alex Sargent, has agreed to continue and was duly re-elected. 
Proposed: Stav Stavrou; Seconded: Anne Lambourne; Approved: by all present. 
 
9. Any other business. 
 
Helena Konneh announced that she would be standing down as Safeguarding Officer. Stav 
Stavrou announced that she would be looking to pass on the role of as Gift Aid Recorder as 
soon as possible.  
Rowan thanked Helena and Stav on behalf of the meeting for all the work they had done.  
 
It was agreed that we would advertise both roles in the newsletter. 
 
10. The meeting closed with the Grace led by Pauline Nashashibi. 
 
 


